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Nizam was only bound to furnish in time of war, entailing
a charge upon the Nizam's Government of forty-two
lakhs of rupees every year; and goes on to say, " This
demand swallows up nearly one-third of the country's
revenues, and the consequence has been that the Nizam
is now in debt to the British Government for sums
advanced for the payment of the Contingent Force.
Considering all these circumstances, I certainly am of
opinion that the disbandment of the Contingent is a
measure the propriety of which is worthy of the most
serious consideration; for it cannot be denied that
neither a continued maintenance nor the original
organization is provided for by any existing treaty."

One more quotation from Lord Dalhousie himself. It
is taken from, a letter to General Fraser, dated I7th
October, 1848. In it he says: " While I am not one of
those who regard the Contingent Force as an oppression
and an injustice, I yet think that we do not stand free of
blame in respect to the footing on which we have main-
tained it. And, whenever the Nizam shall manifest a
sincere wish to enter into an amendment of his administra-
tion, I shall be ready on the part of the Government of
India to meet his endeavours to reduce the expenditure
of his kingdom by entering on the consideration of the
means of diminishing the extravagant costliness of this
force and its appendages/'

One example of the costliness of the force may be
gathered from the fact that there were no less than five
Brigadiers, each with a costly staff, and the force itself
was scattered amongst six different cantonments, in each
of which was the usual establishment of cantonment
magistrate, police, etc.

It would therefore seem that General Fraser was
actuated by a sincere sense of justice when he argued that>